2.8.1

The founding principles of life cycle flow

The life cycle is based on four key principles:

Promoting service quality by limiting the number of mandatory statuses

To guarantee a high-quality service and facilitate company access in the reform, there is a need
to limit the number of mandatory statuses.

Strict rules on the issuer of the life cycle flow

With the exception of a few specific management cases (see External specifications file - Use
cases), the stakeholder who intervenes in an invoice is the one who issues the status.

Respect for the chronology

It is essential to respect the chronology of the statuses. However, it is not necessary to send all
possible statuses to the public invoicing portal hub (optional versus mandatory).

Sending invoicing data before the life cycle

In order to facilitate the integration of life-cycle flows into the public invoicing portal and its hub,
it is strongly recommended to send the invoice/invoicing data as soon as possible. Under
circuit C, the issuing registered private platform must send invoicing data to the public invoicing
portal within 24 hours of the time and date of the "submitted" status.

2.8.2 Life-cycle status definitions and procedures

The table below describes the different statuses and their uses.
Two matrices are provided in Annex 2:

The first matrix, "Invoice status by stakeholder", is used to identify the statuses that the various
stakeholders are entitled to assign to an invoice (depending on their role).
The second matrix, "Status controls" makes it possible to identify the authorised statuses
according to several parameters:

o The platform that transmits the status;

o The stakeholder who sets the status;

o The current status of the invoice.

Change off . :

Code [Status status Triggering event
The supplier submits its invoice or credit note on its

200 Submitted Automatic platform. The status is generated after the controls are
performed.

o1 Issued by theAutomatic The invoice _has been processed on the supplier's

platform platform and issued to the buyer.
Received b The invoice is received by the buyer's (or recipient's)

202 YAautomatic platform but has not yet been made available to the

the platform
customer.

03 Made available lAutomatic The invoice is made available to the buyer on its
platform.

204 In hand Manual The invoice is accepted by the buyer for processing.
The invoice is accepted in its entirety by the buyer, the
authorised representative (in the case of co-
contracting) or the contractor (in the case of sub-
contracting).

Specific case of subcontracting:
05 Approved Manual [N\: If the invoicing framework is S3 (Submission of a

subcontracting payment request with direct payment)
or S5 (Subcontractor submission of a service provision
invoice), in the absence of an express refusal 15 days
after the invoice is made available, it will be tacitly
validated with a generic comment to warn the recipient
of said tacit validation (see Article R.2193-13 of the

French Public Procurement Code). (See management
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Code

Status

Change
status

of

Triggering event

case No. 13 described in the document "External
specifications file for electronic invoicing - Use cases"
for more details

206

Partially
approved

Manual

The invoice is partially accepted by the buyer. This
partial processing may give rise to a credit note.

207

Disputed

Manual

There is a dispute regarding the invoice. This may
vltimately lead to refusal or approval by the buyer.

208

Suspended

Manual

Invoice processing may be suspended when one or
more supporting documents are missing. The invoice
data remains unchanged.

209

Completed

Manual

The invoice is completed when the supplier adds an
attachment or comment to an invoice with a status of
"suspended".

Hence, it is not necessary to resend flow 1.

210

Refused

Manual

The invoice has been refused by the recipient for
business reasons

The full list of reasons for refusal is available in "Annex
7",

In the event of refusal by the contractor, the payment
request (B2G subcontracting) will still be sent to the
recipient.

211

Payment sent

Manual

The bank transfer flow has been sent to the supplier.

The reimbursement flow has been sent to the buyer.

212

Payment
received

Manual

The supplier has received payment of the invoice This
status is mandatory for supply of services (except VAT
on debits and excluding reverse charge transactions).

213

Rejected

Automatic

The invoice can be automatically rejected by the
platform on technical grounds (e.g. format, non-
compliance with the standard, etc.)

When the transmit platform rejects the invoice, the
invoice must be corrected by its issuer and resubmitted
to the platform.

When the receive platform rejects the invoice, the
Rejected status is transmitted to the transmit platform
(see 2.12.1).

214

Approved

Manual

This status will only be used for B2B or B2G co-
contracting (excluding works contracts) to approve an
invoice.

In the case of B2G co-contracting, the invoice is only
sent to the addressee if the agent has validated it
beforehand.

The frequency of forwarding payment statuses (code 213) is dealt with in §2.70.2 Frequencies and

deadlines for transmitting e-reporting data
NB: In the case of self-invoicing, the invoice management process is reversed:

The seller must be able to assign the same statuses as a buyer (as well as the "Payment received"

status);

The buyer must be able to assign the same statuses as the seller (except for receipt of payment,

which remains the responsibility of the seller in this particular case).
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2.8.3 Status management

2.8.3.1 Nominal life cycle

As part of the life cycle, platforms may process multiple statuses.

The following is the nominal life cycle of an invoice:

Preparation and . S
i i

v
@ Submitted -
200
> _—
o]

o Iy Iy

€Dl o= |

o

A=

Supplier

Issued by the
platform-
201

* Payment sent
-21

-~ —

iy Availability - 203

¥y

Possiblestatusesin excepﬂonal::ase.- Nominalstatuses Startof cycle @ Endof cycle
Figure 6 : Nominal life cycle of invoices

N.B.: In the case of self-invoicing, the invoice management process is reversed:
e The seller must be able to assign the same statuses as a buyer (as well as the "Payment received"
status);
e The buyer must be able to assign the same statuses as the seller (except for receipt of payment,
which remains the responsibility of the seller in this particular case).
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2.8.3.2 "Available" status
This diagram shows the authorised statuses when the invoice is in " Available" status.

Preparation and . ¢t
e

Cashed - 212

Suspended - 208

Partially approved
- 206

Payment sent
=211

ae Availability - 203 e Y Indispute- 207 Approved - 205
|

Refused - 210

0 Startof cycle @ Endofcycle » Consequence of "Available (203)"

Figure 7: Life cycle (Focus on "Available" status)

2.8.3.3 "In Process" status
This diagram shows the possible statuses when the status of the invoice is "In Process".

Preparation and . iy
eistonfren

Completed - 209

A

i4 Suspended- 208
Partially approved
- 206

In process - 204

In dispute - 207 Approved - 205
4 Refused-210

0 startof cycle @ Endofcycle # Consequence of "In process(204)" » Pointingto "In process (204)"

Figure 8: Life cycle (Focus on "In Process" status)
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2.8.3.4 "In Dispute" status
This diagram shows the possible statuses when the status of the invoice is "In Dispute".

Preparation and . o or
pi o
L

Suspended-208 |l

Partially approved
- 206
A

>

4 Indispute-207 &

v

Refused- 210 © Approved - 205

A

e
|«

@ startofcycle @ Endofcycle » Consequence of "In dispute (207)" » Pointingto *In dispute (207)"
Figure 9: Life cycle (Focus on "In Dispute" status)

N.B.: If only part of the invoice is subject to change, it is recommended not to reject the original invoice,
but to use the "suspended", "partially approved" or" in dispute" statuses.
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2.8.3.5 "Suspended" status
This diagram shows the possible statuses when the status of the invoice is "Suspended".

Preparation and . e

Completed - 209

A

Supplier

I Suspended - 208 S —

v A 4

@ sStartofcycle @ Endofcycle —» Consequence of *Suspended (208)" ----pPainting to "Suspended (208)"

Figure 10: Life cycle (Focus on "Suspended" status)

2.8.3.6 "Partially Approved" status
This diagram shows the possible statuses when the status of the invoice is "Partially Approved".

Preparation and . taeat

A

Supplier

Suspended - 208 bl
Partially approved
206 <

A

In dispute - 207 Approved - 205

Refused-210 O RS

@ Startofcycle @ Endofcycle » Consequence of *Partially approved (206)° B Pointingto *Partially approved (206)"

Figure 11: Life cycle (Focus on "Partially Approved" status)
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2.8.3.7 "Approved" status
This diagram shows the possible statuses when the status of the invoice is "Approved".

Preparation and o e

=
A

Supplier

Y
b EDI Portal

Payment sent
-211
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Suspended-208 @

Partially approved
- S
- 9
R Avissitty-203 BN i process-201 RN 1 cipuve 207 B
) - Y

Startofeycle @ Endofeycle » Consequence of "Approved (205)" » Pointingto "Approved (205)"

Figure 12: Life cycle (Focus on "Approved" status)

2.9 Retaininginvoices

The public invoicing portal will ensure the retention of invoices received and issued by PPF users (issuers
and recipients of invoices with an account on the portal), and will keep these invoices and their
associated attachments at their disposal so that they can comply with legal requirements. The scope
of retained invoices will be limited:

For issuers, to invoices submitted directly to the PPF (circuits A or B1);

For recipients, to invoices made available (or sent directly) by the PPF (circuits A or B2).

Retained invoices whose status has changed in the last 3 months are considered active and will be
accessible immediately via the Portal or API.

Retained invoices for which there has been no change in status for more than 3 months can be requested
via the Portal or the dedicated API: they can be downloaded within 24 hours of this request.

[1] Article L.102B of the Manual of Tax Procedures and Article L.123-22 of the Commercial Code
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2.10 Data transmission (e-reporting)

2.10.1 The e-reporting perimeter: transaction data and payment data

2.10.1.1. E-reporting of transaction data

Article 290 of the General Tax Code defines the transactions subject to the transaction data reporting
obligation, also known as e-reporting of transaction data.

E-reporting of international B2B transactions relates to transactions where the buyer or seller is a legal
entity subject to VAT and not established in France.

It may also apply to taxable entities not established in France who carry out transactions in France with
another taxable entity not established in France for the purpose of VAT and who are therefore subject
to said tax.

For international B2B transactions, the data to be forwarded will be identical in semantic format to that
forwarded for e-invoicing, with the exception of the identity number, specified in the 1st paragraph of
Article R123-221 of the Commercial Code (SIREN), of the legal entity subject to VAT and not established
in France. The intra-Community VAT number or a foreign identification number (for operators outside
the European Union) will replace the SIREN, where applicable).

E-reporting of B2C transactions concerns transactions where the buyer is a private individual or a non-
taxable legal entity governed by private law.

The procedures for transmitting transaction data are described in the section entitled "Presentation of
e-reporting flows" (see 3.2.11 E-reporting flow).

2.10.1.2. E-reporting of payment data

The e-reporting of payment data set forth in Article 290 A of the CGl applies only to transactions falling
within the category of supplies of services specified in Articles 289 bis and 290 of the General Tax Code,
where the company has not opted to pay VAT on debits and as long as the transaction does not give
rise to a reverse charge of VAT. In case of a VAT on debits option, payment data relating to the supply
of service prepayments must be transmitted as soon as the VAT becomes chargeable at the time of the
payment.

For payment data, the obligation falls on either the issuer of the invoice (with the exception of self-billing
by the customer, when it is the supplier who completes the “payment received” status of the invoice) or
the entity responsible for e-reporting the transactions.

The procedures for transmitting payment data are described in the section entitled "Presentation of e-
reporting flows" (see 3.2.11 E-reporting flow).

2.10.2 Frequencies and deadlines for transmitting e-reporting data

The time limits and frequency of transmission of transaction and payment data were specified in the
regulatory texts of 7 October 2022, published on 9 October 2022 (see 2.3.2 The obligation to transmit
transaction data (e-reporting)).

Businesses must transmit transaction and payment data to their platform relating to a given period. This
period is specific to each VAT tax regime.
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Transmission of transaction data (international B2B and B2C) ViR Eeiem @7 sup(ply & S;r\é'gils;);?;ir;t et (fesuliig i nveliee

Deposit frequency Deposit deadline Deposit frequency Deposit deadline
By decade
[Three one-month submissions:  [10 days after the end of the
I period 1: days 1 to 10 of thefperiod, i.e.:

Companies subject to the real |month I period 1: day 20 of the month
normal monthly regime I period 2: days 11 to 20 of thef period 2: day 30 of the month**
month I period 3: day 10 of the following]
I period 3: day 21 to the end of thejmonth Before day 10 of the following
month Monthly

month

Companies that have opted for Before day 10 of the following

the real normal quarterly regime* Femidily month
Companies subject to the Monthl Between days 25 and 30 of the Monthl Between days 25 and 30 of the
simplified VAT regime Y following month at the latest Y following month at the latest
Companies benefiting from the Bimonthly Between day§ 25 and 30 of the Bimonthly Between day§ 25 and 30 of the
3 month following the end of the month following the end of the
VAT exemption scheme (every 2 months) (every 2 months)

period at the latest period at the latest

*Companies paying less than €4,000 in VAT per year
** with the exception of February, for which the submission deadline is 1 or 2 March, depending on whether or not the year is a leap year.

Time limits will apply when the public invoicing portal receives the data: PDPs may therefore be required
to reduce this time limit based on their service offer. In the same way as the public invoicing portal, they
will be responsible for aggregating all transmissions received during the period.

The deadline for making returns available to the tax authority is 8 hours, i.e. returns received by 23:59
on the last day of the e-reporting period are available to the tax authority from 08:00 the following day.

As the periods indicated in the table above may differ between transactions and payments, registered
private platforms are asked to differentiate between transaction data returns and payment data returns
when transmitting them to the public invoicing portal.

2.11 Controls performed

Whether acting as a service portal or hub, the public invoicing portal will implement a number of
controls on flows and invoices, divided into 3 categories:

1- Technical Flow controls: technical flow controls apply to all flows received (EDI/API). The
technical controls provide for application of Flow controls (for flows received via the API
channel) and envelope controls (flow naming) to direct the processing of the flow and control
its uniqueness.

2- Application controls: these controls are applied to the invoice flows received (EDI/API) and are
used to ensure that the content of the flow is usable, i.e. to verify that the invoice is in a format
that complies with regulatory requirements.

3- Functional controls: functional controls ensure that business objects are not duplicated, that
they comply with management rules and that they can be correctly addressed if necessary.
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Figure 13: Controls performed by the Public invoicing portal

In addition to the controls carried out by the PPF, the recipient of the invoice carries out business-
specific controls on the invoice data, which may result in the invoice being rejected. If only part of the
invoice is subject to change, it is recommended not to reject the original invoice, but to use a
"suspended", "partially approved" or "in dispute" status.

2.11.1 Flow technical controls

The following controls will be applied to each flow received:

Antivirus control of the flow (invoice and attachments);

Empty file control

File extension/type;

Signature control (if there is one);

Envelope and flow unicity control;

Control of the size of the flow and of each file contained in the flow

ouhdwN =

2.11.1.1  Signature control

The PPF will accept flows whose business objects (invoices) have been signed. It will only verify detached
signatures: These detached XAdES (XML Advanced Electronic Signature) signatures must be generated
using a qualified signature procedure’ and must be positioned in the flow. Each signature must be named
like the business object it refers to, with the ".sig" extension.

The control will focus on the conformity of the signature and the validity of its certificate. The identity
of the signatory will not be controlled and will not be reconciled with the invoice itself.

Detached signatures will not be forwarded to the recipient.

The PPF will not control signatures embedded in XML (XML Signature/XMLDSIG) or PDF (PAdES) business
objects (invoices).

1 As defined in Regulation (EU) No. 910/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 July 2014 on
electronic identification and trust services for electronic transactions in the internal market and repealing
Directive 1999/93/ EC
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2.11.2 Application controls

These controls analyse the syntactic format of the flows received and their compatibility with the core
formats defined in the regulations (UBL, CllI, Factur-X).

2.11.3 Functional controls

Several functional controls are performed, including:
e Semantic format and data structure control (see below),
e Uniqueness control (see focus below),
e Data consistency controls,
e |nvoice number,
e Invoice addressing:
o The transmit platform controls that the recipient has a valid directory line at the time of
submission;
o Thereceive platform ensures that the recipient is one of its customers.

All the rules governing invoice verification are described in documents "Annex 1"and "Annex 7"

2.11.3.1 Data structure controls

For each type of flow, the syntax, cardinality and data format rules are controlled at the input of the
solution.

Depending on the flows, two types of data will be controlled as input for the solution:
e Data required by the European standard (see cardinality of a 1..1 field);
e Data required in a structured format by the tax authority' and giving rise to management rules.

It should be noted that certain management rules relating to the framework for the exchange of
dematerialised invoices in France may make certain data mandatory, even though it is indicated as
optional in European standard EN16931.

2.11.3.1.1  Data control by cardinality

Cardinality is information that specifies whether a data item is mandatory or not, and states how often
it can appear on an invoice. Cardinalities are defined in standard EN16931:
1- If the cardinality of a data item is "1..1" or "1..n", the data must be included on the invoice.
2- Ifthe cardinality of adatais "0..1" or "0..n", the data is optional (except for data for which certain
management rules make them mandatory, as mentioned below).

N.B.:

- The 1 after ".."indicates that the data will appear only once on the invoice. The n after ".."indicates
that the data can be repeated ad infinitum.

- Furthermore, if a block has a header cardinality of "0..1" or "0..n" and the data contained in the
block has a cardinality of "1..1", this data will only be mandatory if the header block is filled in.

E.g.
The BT-141 (Amount of expenses or charges) is only expected if the BG-28 (Expenses or charges of an
invoice line) is filled in.

!Data defined in Article 41 septies D of Annex IV to the General Tax Code
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BG-28 o.n 0.n 0.n INVOICE LINE CHARGES OR FEES

i BT-141 4.3 1.1 1.4 Amount of charges or fees
S ? i i Basis of assessment of charges or fees applicable
=t t . = to the invoice line
i
BT-143 01 01 0.1 !’erc:entellge of charges or fees applicable to the
invoice line
)
BT144 B4 0.1 0.1 ﬁeason for charges or fees applicable to the invoice
line
BT-145 0.1 0.1 0.1 !’.eas.an clcde for charges or fees applicable to the
invoice line

The cardinality control enables the transmission of flow 2, which is the flow corresponding to the
complete invoice exchanged between the parties to the commercial transaction. It is transmitted
between the supplier and customer platforms. Flow 2 (full invoice) must be transmitted when:

e Theissuer and recipient go through two different registered private platforms (circuit C),

e Or,incircuit B, between a registered private platform and the public invoicing portal.

Flow 2 (full invoice) is never sent to the tax authority.
2.11.3.1.2 Data control using management rules

The management rules enable the data required by the tax authority to be added to or specified in
relation to the data required by standard EN16931. These rules cover both the transmission of invoicing
data (e-invoicing) and the transmission of transaction and payment data (e-reporting). These
management rules do not necessarily overlap with data made mandatory by their cardinality.

There are four main categories of management rules regarding the transmission of mandatory data to
the tax authority:
- Therules stipulating that a data item is systematically mandatory from 1 September 2026;
- Therules stipulating that a data item is systematically mandatory from 1 September 2027;
- Therules stating that a data item is mandatory when it has to be mentioned in accordance with
the regulations (CGl, French Commercial Code (CCom), etc.) from 1 September 2026;
- Therules stating that a data item is mandatory when it has to be mentioned in accordance with
the regulations (CGlI, Ccom, etc.) from 1September 2027.

In the last two cases, this means that the data does not appear systematically on the invoices or in the
transaction and payment data, because the circumstance in which this data is required does not always
arise. However, if the situation arises, it must be transmitted to the tax authority.

E.g.

BT-147 (Item price discount) has a cardinality of "0..1" but is made mandatory by a management rule
from 01/09/2027.
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BG-29 1.1 11 1.1 PRICE BREAKDOWN

ET-146 1.1 1.1 1.1 Net price of the item

BT-147 0.1 0.1 0.1 Price discount on the price of the item

BT-148 o1 0.1 0.1 Graoss price of the item

BT-149 01 0.1 0.1 Base quantity of the price of the item

ET-150 0.1 0.1 0.1 :Jhr:!itit:;f[;neasurement code of the base quantity of the price of

Data control using management rules ensures the reliability of invoice data and guarantees transmission
of flow 1, comprising the data strictly necessary for administration.

If both the issuing company and the recipient of the invoice have chosen a registered private platform
(circuit C), the issuing firm's registered private platform will be responsible for retrieving the full invoice
data (flow 2) and transmitting only the invoicing data (flow 1) to the public invoicing portal. In all other
cases (Circuits A and B1, B2), the public invoicing portal will extract the invoicing data (Flow 1)".

2.11.3.2 Focus on the uniqueness control

Unicity controls on the invoice number are performed by the public invoicing portal on the following:
e Supplier's invoice number;
o Supplier identifier: SIREN number (BT-30 of EN16931).
¢ Invoice year (year of the invoice date).

In the case of a B2G invoice, if the supplier does not have a SIREN number, the number used will be
that of the additional identifier (BT-29b of standard EN16931), based on the following qualifiers:
o "0223"-->EU_OUTSIDE_FRANCE
"0227" --> OUTSIDE_EU
"0228" --> RIDET
"0229" --> TAHITI
"0226" --> INDIVIDUAL (this type of supplier can only perform B2G billing)

o O O O

Unique invoice identification aims to avoid invoicing errors (in particular double invoicing). The PPF will
technically reject an invoice that contains information similar to a previously sent invoice on all three
data items.

The uniqueness control systematically blocks unless the previous invoice was technically or functionally
rejected (addressing control only) as a result of controls carried out by the platform or refused due to a
routing error (directory not updated)2.

The PPF performs its uniqueness control on all invoices, including invoices sent via circuit C (between
PDPs).

! The option for the PPF to accept a flow 1 from a PDP as part of the B2 circuit is currently at planning stage.
2This is a case of the recipient platform refusing to receive an invoice that cannot be sent to a customer or customer
department (e.g. non-customer recipient or non-existent department), for which the same invoice will be returned.
This allows taking account of a fault in the directory data for a given recipient (due to incorrect data, or the time
taken to update the directory).
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2.11.4 Summary of the various controls

These controls are summarised in the table below and detailed in the following chapters:

Type of control

Control

Antivirus control

‘ Result if the control fails

Empty file control

Addressing control

(directory)

File type and extension
Technical control , : o
ec lca - The flow is declared inadmissible.
controls Signature  control  and
verification
Data flow uniqueness control
(envelope [ file name)
Size control
C . . | The flow is declared inadmissible if
Application Syntactic format analysis I .
any of the files it contains do not
controls (Cll, UBL, Factur-X) .
match the syntactic format.
SCEMAIEITELS aljglysw G The invoice is rejected.
standard and specific rules)
Uniqueness control The invoice is rejected.
Data consistency controls T
Y The invoice is rejected.
) (codes and repositories)
FUREelE] The invoice is rejected by the
controls

recipient's platform (incorrect
routing/directory update).

The invoice is rejected by the PDP
on transmit (unknown recipient).

The invoice is refused by the
recipient (recipient error in the
commercial relationship)

Business controls

Data validity controls by the
recipient

The invoice is refused.
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Figure 14: Life cycle process of a flow and an invoice when the PPF send it
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Figure 15: Life-cycle process for a flow and an invoice received on the PPF
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Figure 16: Life cycle process of an EDI flow and an invoice on the transmit PPF (Circuits A and B1)

Step 1: Receipt of an EDI flow by the public invoicing portal (PPF)

In the A and B1 circuits, the supplier has chosen the public invoicing portal as the transmit platform. In
the case illustrated below, the supplier is connected to the PPF and sends its invoices via an EDI flow.

Step 2: Technical controls on flows and files
On receipt of the data flow from the supplier, the PPF carries out all the technical controls (2.11.1 Flow

technical controls) on the data flow and on the files contained in the data flow:
- If one of these controls returns an anomaly, the flow and all the files it contains are considered
"inadmissible". The supplier receives a life cycle notifying it of the inadmissibility.
- Otherwise, the next step is carried out

Step 3: File application controls
Following the technical controls, application controls (O
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Application controls) are carried out on the files contained in the flow:
- If one of these controls returns an anomaly, the flow and all the files it contains are considered
"inadmissible". The supplier receives a life cycle notifying it of the inadmissibility.
- Otherwise, the supplier receives a life cycle notifying it of the admissibility of its flow and the
files it contains. The next step is carried out.

Step 4: Functional controls on invoices
If the flow and the files it contains are found to be admissible, each invoice is extracted from the files
and processed individually. Functional controls (2.11.3 Functional controls) are applied to each invoice:

- If one of these controls returns an anomaly, the invoice is "rejected" and its status is updated.
The supplier receives a life cycle notifying it that its invoice has been rejected.

- Otherwise, the invoice is "submitted" and the supplier receives a life cycle notifying it that the
invoice has been submitted. The invoice is integrated into the system, and the regulatory data
(2.4.6.1 Mandatory data on the electronic invoice) is retrieved and sent to the tax authority. The
next step is carried out.

Step 5: Issuance of the invoice to the recipient
- Circuit A: the recipient has chosen the PPF as the receive platform. The invoice is "made

available" on the channel chosen by the recipient, along with all the statuses previously applied
to theinvoice. If the user has an APl or EDI connection (6 Connection protocols), they can choose
one of the core formats (3.2.3 UBL format, 3.2.4 Cll format, 3.2.5 Factur-X format) as the format
for receiving their invoice. If the receive format is different from the transmit format, the invoice
is converted to the receive format before it is made available to the recipient (2.7 Summary of
the public invoicing portal service).

- Circuit B1: the recipient has chosen a registered private platform (PDP) as the receive platform.
The recipient's invoice is "issued" by the PPF to its receive platform, along with all the statuses
previously attached to the invoice. The receive platform is responsible for making the invoice
available to the recipient in the required format.
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Figure 17: Life cycle process of an EDI flow and an invoice on the receive PPF (Circuit B2)

Step 1: Receipt of an EDI flow by the PPF
In the B2 circuit, the recipient has chosen the PPF as the receive platform. In the case illustrated below,
the supplier's transmit platform is connected to the PPF via EDI.

Step 2: Technical controls on flows and files
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On receipt of the invoice flow and the life cycle flow transmitted by the supplier's transmit platform,
the PPF performs all the technical controls (2.11.1 Flow technical controls) on the flow and on the files
contained in the flow:

- If one of these controls returns an anomaly, the flow and all the files it contains are considered
"inadmissible". The supplier's transmit platform receives a life cycle notifying it of the
inadmissibility.

- Otherwise, the next step is carried out

Step 3: File application controls

Following the technical controls, application controls (O
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Application controls) are carried out on the files contained in the flow:

- If one of these controls returns an anomaly, the flow and all the files it contains are considered
"inadmissible". The supplier's transmit platform receives a life cycle notifying it of the
inadmissibility.

- Otherwise, the supplier's transmit platform receives a life cycle notifying it of the admissibility
of its flow and the files it contains. The next step is carried out.

Step 4: Functional controls on invoices and statuses
If the flow and the files it contains are considered admissible after the control, each invoice and each

status is extracted from the files and processed individually. Functional controls (2.11.3 Functional
controls) are applied to each invoice and its status:

- If one of these controls returns an anomaly, the invoice is "rejected" and its status is updated.
The supplier's transmit platform receives a life cycle notifying it that the invoice has been
rejected.

- Otherwise, the invoice is "received" and the supplier's transmit platform receives a life cycle
notifying it that the invoice has been received. The invoice and its statuses are integrated into
the system, and the regulatory data (2.4.6.1 Mandatory data on the electronic invoice) is
extracted and sent to the tax authority’. The next step is carried out.

Step 5: Issuance of the invoice to the recipient
In the B2 circuit, the recipient has chosen the PPF as the receive platform. The invoice is "made available"

on the channel chosen by the recipient, along with all the statuses previously applied to the invoice. If
the user has an APl or EDI connection (6 Connection protocols), they can choose one of the core formats
(3.2.3 UBL format, 3.2.4 Cll format, 3.2.5 Factur-X format) as the format for receiving their invoice. If the
receive format is different from the transmit format, the invoice is converted to the receive format
before it is made available to the recipient (2.7 Summary of the public invoicing portal service).

‘When an invoice flow is submitted via API, the sender and recipient retrieve information about the invoice via an API call or a connection to the portal
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Figure 18: Submission of an invoice flow (API/Portal) Circuits A and B1

Step 1: Receipt by the PPF of an API or Portal flow
In the A and B1 circuits, the supplier has chosen the PPF as the transmit platform. In the case illustrated
below, the supplier sends its invoices to the PPF via the APl channel (provided it is connected to it) or
via the Portal channel:
- If the submission returns an anomaly, the supplier is notified of the failure of its submission and
must repeat it.
- If not, the next step is carried out.

Step 2: Technical controls on flows and files

! The option for the PPF to accept a flow 1 from a PDP as part of the B2 circuit is currently at planning stage.
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On receipt of the data flow from the supplier, the PPF carries out all the technical controls (2.11.1 Flow
technical controls) on the data flow and on the files contained in the data flow:

- If one of these controls returns an anomaly, the flow and all the files it contains are considered
"inadmissible". The supplier is informed of this inadmissibility when it makes an API call or
connects to the Portal.

- Otherwise, the next step is carried out

Step 3: File application controls
Following the technical controls, application controls (0
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Application controls) are carried out on the files contained in the flow:

If one of these controls returns an anomaly, the flow and all the files it contains are considered
"inadmissible". The supplier is informed of this inadmissibility when it makes an API call or
connects to the Portal.

Otherwise, the supplier is informed of the admissibility of its flow and all the files it contains, if it
makes an API call or connects to the Portal. The next step is carried out.

Step 4: Functional controls on invoices
If the flow and the files it contains are found to be admissible, each invoice is extracted from the files

and processed individually. Functional controls (2.11.3 Functional controls) are applied to each invoice:

If one of these controls returns an anomaly, the invoice is "rejected" and its status is updated.
Suppliers are informed that their invoice has been rejected if they make an API call or log on to
the Portal.

Otherwise, the invoice is "submitted" and the supplier is informed that the invoice has been
submitted if it makes an API call or logs on to the Portal. The invoice is integrated into the system,
and the regulatory data (2.4.6.1 Mandatory data on the electronic invoice) is retrieved and sent
to the tax authority. The next step is carried out.

Step 5: Issuance of the invoice to the recipient

Circuit A: the recipient has chosen the PPF as the receive platform. The invoice is "made
available" on the channel chosen by the recipient, along with all the statuses previously applied
to the invoice. If the user has an APl or EDI connection (6 Connection protocols), they can choose
one of the core formats (3.2.3 UBL format, 3.2.4 Cll format, 3.2.5 Factur-X format) as the format
for receiving their invoice. If the receive format is different from the transmit format, the invoice
is converted to the receive format before it is made available to the recipient (2.7 Summary of
the public invoicing portal service).

Circuit B1: the recipient has chosen a PDP as the receive platform. The recipient's invoice is
"issued" by the PPF to its receive platform, along with all the statuses previously attached to the
invoice. The receive platform is responsible for making the invoice available to the recipient in
the required format.

When an invoice flow is submitted via API, the sender and recipientretrieve information about the invoice via an API call or a connection to the portal
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Figure 19: Submission of an invoice flow (API) Circuit B2

Step 1: Receipt by the PPF of an API or Portal flow

In the B2 circuit, the recipient has chosen the PPF as the receive platform. In the case illustrated below,
the supplier's transmit platform transmits its flows to the PPF via the APl channel (provided it is
connected to it) or via the Portal channel:

If the submission returns an anomaly, the supplier's transmit platform is notified of the failure of
its submission and must carry it out again.
If not, the next step is carried out.
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Step 2: Technical controls on flows and files
On receipt of the invoice flow and the life cycle flow transmitted by the supplier's transmit platform,
the PPF performs all the technical controls (2.11.1Flow technical controls) on the flow and on the files
contained in the flow:
- If one of these controls returns an anomaly, the flow and all the files it contains are considered
"inadmissible". The supplier's transmit platform is informed of this inadmissibility if it makes an
API call or connects to the Portal.
- Otherwise, the next step is carried out

Step 3: File application controls
Following the technical controls, application controls (O
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Application controls) are carried out on the files contained in the flow:
- If one of these controls returns an anomaly, the flow and all the files it contains are considered
"inadmissible". The supplier's transmit platform is informed of this inadmissibility if it makes an
API call or connects to the Portal.
- Otherwise, the supplier's transmit platform is informed of the admissibility of its flow and all the
files it contains if it makes an API call or connects to the Portal. The next step is carried out.

Step 4: Functional controls on invoices and statuses
If the flow and the files it contains are considered admissible after the control, each invoice and each

status is extracted from the files and processed individually. Functional controls (2.11.3 Functional
controls) are applied to each invoice and its status:

- If one of these controls returns an anomaly, the invoice is "rejected" and its status is updated.
The supplier's transmit platform is informed that the invoice has been rejected if it makes an API
call or connects to the Portal.

- Otherwise, the invoice is "received" and the supplier's transmit platform is informed that the
invoice has been received if it makes an API call or connects to the Portal. The invoice and its
statuses are integrated into the system, and the regulatory data (2.4.6.1 Mandatory data on the
electronic invoice) is retrieved and sent to the tax authority’. The next step is carried out.

Step 5: Issuance of the invoice to the recipient

In the B2 circuit, the recipient has chosen the PPF as the receive platform. The invoice is "made available"
on the channel chosen by the customer, along with all the statuses previously applied to the invoice. If
the user has an APl or EDI connection (6 Connection protocols), they can choose one of the core formats
(3.2.3 UBL format, 3.2.4 Cll format, 3.2.5 Factur-X format) as the format for receiving their invoice. If the
receive format is different from the transmit format, the invoice is converted to the receive format
before it is made available to the recipient (2.7 Summary of the public invoicing portal service).

When invoice data is transmitted via the portal, PDF submission or AP, the issuer and recipient retrieve the invoice information via an API call (for data transmission via API) or by connecting to the portal
L
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Figure 5: Receipt of invoice data by the public invoicing portal (API/Portal/OCR)

Step 1: Receipt of invoice data

In the A and B1 circuits, the supplier has chosen the PPF as the transmit platform. In the case illustrated
below, the supplier sends its invoice data to the PPF via the API channel (provided it is connected to it)
or via the Portal channel (manual entry or PDF submission)

Step 2: Semantic and syntactic controls on data
Semantic and syntactic controls (2.11.2 Application controls) are performed on the invoice data:

! The option for the PPF to accept a flow 1 from a PDP as part of the B2 circuit is currently at planning stage.
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e If one of these controls returns an anomaly, the invoice data is "rejected" and the supplier must
resubmit its data. Suppliers are informed that their data has been rejected if they make an API call
or connect to the Portal.

e If not, the next step is carried out.

Step 3: Functional controls on invoices
Functional controls (2.11.3 Functional controls) are applied to the invoice data:

e If one of these controls returns an anomaly, the invoice data is "rejected" and the supplier must
resubmit its data. Suppliers are informed that their data has been rejected if they make an API call
or connect to the Portal.

e Otherwise, the PPF generates the invoice in Factur-X format (3.2.5 Factur-X format). The invoice is
then "submitted" and the supplier is informed that the invoice has been submitted if it makes an API
call or connects to the Portal. The invoice is integrated into the system, and the regulatory data
(2.4.6.1 Mandatory data for electronic invoices) is retrieved and sent to the tax authority. The next
step is carried out.

Step 4: Issuance of the invoice to the recipient

e Circuit A: the recipient has chosen the PPF as the receive platform. The invoice is "made available"
on the channel chosen by the recipient, along with all the statuses previously applied to the invoice.
If the user has an API or EDI connection (6 Connection protocols), they can choose one of the core
formats (3.2.3 UBL format, 3.2.4 Cll format, 3.2.5 Factur-X format) as the format for receiving their
invoice. If the receive format is different from the transmit format, the invoice is converted to the
receive format before it is made available to the recipient.

e Circuit B1: the recipient has chosen a PDP as the receive platform. The recipient's invoice is "issued"
by the PPF to its receive platform, along with all the statuses previously attached to the invoice. The
receive platform is responsible for making the invoice available to the recipient in the required
format.

2.12 Grounds for rejection/refusal and inadmissibility

2.12.1 Management of the inadmissibility, rejection and refusal of invoices

Terminology:

¢ Inadmissibility: The PPF cannot receive or process the flow or its content if it contains a virus, an
empty or unusable file (incorrect compression, unexpected format, etc.) or an unverifiable
signature.

o Inadmissibility may be linked to the transfer monitor (EDI flow) or the invoicing software
(e.g. empty file), or any other component of the supplier's information system or its PDP.
Inadmissibility may be established on transmission or reception and relates solely to the
corresponding flow and files.

e Rejection: Anomaly detected following functional controls performed by the PPF (semantic
format, data consistency, uniqueness, etc.). The rejection can be initiated on the transmit or
receive side and relates to an invoice.

o If the receive flow or invoice is rejected, a life cycle flow is sent to the issuer's platform
so that it can be informed of the rejection.

o Refusal: the recipient of the invoice refuses it, for example when the recipient is incorrect.

o If the receive flow or invoice is refused, a life cycle flow is sent to the issuer's platform so
that they can be informed of the refusal and the reason. The full list of reasons for refusal
is available in "Annex 7".
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Figure 21: Full life cycle of an invoice - Nominal case

The processing of rejections by platforms and rejections by recipients of invoices are harmonised to
simplify their management. With the exception of refusal due to a routing error, the rejection or refusal
of an invoice will result in the cancellation of Flow 1 by the tax authority once it has been sent to them:
e Itistherefore advisable to use the recommended statuses of "Partially approved" or "In dispute"
when only certain elements of the invoice are disputed, so that the seller can issue a partial credit
note.
e In general, error corrections result in a credit note and a new invoice. A correcting invoice may
be issued, but must be used only if it cancels and replaces the original invoice.
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Figure 22: Case of rejection of invoice at transmission (technical or functional)

Step 1: Submission of the supplier's invoice to the transmit platform
Suppliers send their invoices to their transmit platform via the channel of their choice.

Step 2: Technical controls carried out by the transmit platform

The transmit platform performs a series of controls (0 Controls performed) on the invoice and its data.
If one of these controls returns an anomaly, the invoice is "rejected". The supplier is informed of the
rejection via its transmission channel. The invoice is not integrated into the system and the regulatory
data relating to this invoice (2.4.6.1 Mandatory data on the electronic invoice) is not sent to the tax
authority. If the transaction has been recorded in the supplier's accounts, it will have to justify the
cancellation of the invoice ("internal credit note"), but this document will not have to be sent to the
transmit platform.
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Step 3: Submission of the supplier's corrected invoice to the transmit platform

The invoice can be corrected by the supplier and resent to the transmit platform (with the same or a
different invoice number). If the controls carried out by the transmit platform on the corrected invoice
return no anomalies, the corrected invoice is "submitted" and the nominal life cycle of an invoice
continues. The regulatory data relating to the corrected invoice is sent to the tax authority.
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Figure 23: Case of rejection of invoice on receipt (technical or functional)

Step 1: Submission of the supplier's invoice to the transmit platform

Suppliers send their invoices to their transmit platform via the channel of their choice. The transmit
platform performs a series of controls (O Controls performed) on the invoice and its data. If these
controls return no anomalies, the invoice is "submitted" and its status is updated. The regulatory data
relating to the invoice is extracted by the transmit platform and sent to the tax authority.

Step 2: Invoice issued and technical controls carried out by the receive platform

The transmit platform transmits the invoice and its status to the recipient's receive platform. In turn,

the receive platform carries out technical and application controls:

- If one of these controls returns an anomaly, the flow and all the files it contains are considered
"inadmissible". The supplier's transmit platform receives a life cycle notifying it of this inadmissibility,
via arejection on technical grounds. This rejection is due to technical or application anomalies during
the creation of the flow by the transmit platform, and not to functional anomalies in the invoice.
The transmit platform can therefore create a new flow, making the necessary technical or
application corrections, but keeping the same invoices. This action has no impact on the regulatory
data transmitted to the tax authority in step 1, and does not require any action from the supplier.

- Otherwise, the supplier's transmit platform receives a life cycle notifying it of the admissibility of its
flow and the files it contains. The nominal life cycle of an invoice continues and the next stage is
completed.

Step 3: Functional controls carried out by the receive platform
If the flow and the files it contains are controlled as admissible, each invoice and each status is extracted

from the files and processed individually. The receive platform performs functional controls (2.11.3

Functional controls) on each invoice and its status:
- If one of these controls returns an anomaly, the invoice is "rejected" and its status is updated.
The supplier's transmit platform receives a life cycle notifying it that the invoice has been
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rejected on functional grounds. The rejection of the invoice on functional grounds is also sent to
the tax authority, which cancels the regulatory data relating to this invoice, received in step 1.
The supplier must justify the cancellation of the invoice ("internal credit note"), then make the
necessary corrections to the invoice data and send a new invoice to its transmit platform (with
a new invoice number). This new invoice follows the nominal life cycle of an invoice. The
regulatory data relating to this new invoice is extracted by the transmit platform and sent to the

tax authority.

- Otherwise, the supplier's transmit platform receives a life cycle notifying it that the invoice has
been received. The nominal life cycle of an invoice continues.
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Figure 24: Case of routing error

Step 1: Submission of the supplier's invoice to the transmit platform

Suppliers send their invoices to their transmit platform via the channel of their choice. The transmit
platform performs a series of controls (2.11 Controls performed) on the invoice and its data. If these
controls return no anomalies, the invoice is "submitted" and its status is updated. The regulatory data
relating to the invoice is retrieved by the transmit platform and sent to the tax authority.

Step 2: Invoice issued and technical controls carried out by the receive platform
The transmit platform sends the invoice and its status to the recipient's receive platform, based on the

routing information entered in the directory. In turn, the receive platform carries out technical,
application and functional controls. If no anomalies are found, the invoice is "received by the platform"
and its status is updated. The next step is carried out.

Step 3: Routing the invoice to the recipient

Once the receive platform has carried out all the controls on the invoice, it must route the invoice to its
recipient. Routing information is entered in the directory (5.5.1 The directory and invoicing circuits) and
can be updated at any time by the recipient and/or its receive platform. It is therefore possible for the
information entered in the directory when the invoice is issued to be obsolete by the time the invoice
is received. The invoice will then be "refused" due to a routing error, and its status updated. The
supplier's transmit platform receives a life cycle notifying it that the invoice has been refused.

The routing information for an invoice can then be corrected by the supplier and/or its transmit platform
to take account of the updated information in the directory, without impacting the regulatory data sent
to the tax authority in step 1. The invoice is sent back to the receive platform (with the same invoice
number), and follows the nominal life cycle of an invoice.

58/134



Issuance of acredit note to
the wrong recipient

—] n !
St Issuance of original invoice

Supplier

1
o i
1 i
po - :
= H
@ Supplier Issuance of a new invoice to

the carrect recipient

Carrecting Involce {with
reference to original invoice)

1SSUING PLATFORM

v ]
) v i
il L | lssuance
e e e d | e
Involce status Involce Flow status
(Flow &) (Flow2) (Flows)

Reception

Invaice status
(Flow6)

Regulatory data
(Flow 1)

(Flow®)

Issuance

7777777777 | =]

Invoice status Invoice status
(Flow &) (Flow 6)

Invoice
(Flow 2)

Flow status
(Flow )

Invoice status
{Flow6)

PUBLIC INVOICING PORTAL i

Regulatory data

Regulatory data
(Flow1)

Tegend:

[T saus mandatory

\Recestion 1 Typeofaction - - -+

Intermediatastepsnot
represented

ForB1 andC circuits

] s

(Flow 1)

Invoice status
(Flow 6)

Figure 25: Case of refusal due to recipient error - Option No. 1 (issue of the new invoice to the correct recipient) - If the initial
invoice was recorded by the wrong recipient

Step 1: Submission of the supplier's invoice to the transmit platform

Suppliers send their invoices to their transmit platform via the channel of their choice. The transmit
platform performs a series of controls (2.11 Controls performed) on the invoice and its data. If these
controls return no anomalies, the invoice is "submitted" and its status is updated. The regulatory data
relating to the invoice is extracted by the transmit platform and sent to the tax authority.

Step 2: Invoice issued and technical controls carried out by the receive platform
The transmit platform transmits the invoice and its status to the recipient's receive platform, based on

the addressing information contained in the invoice. In turn, the receive platform carries out technical,
application and functional controls. If no anomalies are found, the invoice is "received by the platform"
and its status is updated. The next step is carried out.

Step 3: Routing and transmission of the invoice to the recipient

Once the receive platform has carried out all the controls on the invoice, it forwards the invoice to the
recipient. The recipient may refuse the invoice if it should not have been sent to them (e.g. the supplier
has the wrong customer). The invoice is then "refused" for being addressed to the wrong person. The
supplier's transmit platform receives a life cycle notifying it that the invoice has been refused. The
invoice refusal is also sent to the tax authority, which cancels the regulatory data relating to this invoice,
received in step 1.

The supplier must justify the cancellation of the invoice ("internal credit note"), then make the necessary
corrections to the invoice recipient's details and send a new invoice to its transmit platform (with a new
invoice number). This new invoice follows the nominal life cycle of an invoice. The regulatory data
relating to this new invoice is retrieved by the transmit platform and sent to the tax authority.
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Figure 26: Case of refusal due to recipient error - Option No. 2 (issue of the invoice to the correct recipient) - If the invoice has
not been recorded by the wrong recipient

Step 1: Submission of the supplier's invoice to the transmit platform
Suppliers send their invoices to their transmit platform via the channel of their choice. The transmit

platform performs a series of controls (2.11 Controls performed) on the invoice and its data. If these
controls return no anomalies, the invoice is "submitted" and its status is updated. The regulatory data
relating to the invoice is extracted by the transmit platform and sent to the tax authority.

Step 2: Invoice issued and technical controls carried out by the receive platform

The transmit platform transmits the invoice and its status to the recipient's receive platform, based on
the addressing information contained in the invoice. In turn, the receive platform carries out technical,
application and functional controls. If no anomalies are found, the invoice is "received by the platform"
and its status is updated. The next step is carried out.

Step 3: Routing and transmission of the invoice to the recipient

Once the receive platform has carried out all the controls on the invoice, it forwards the invoice to the
recipient. The recipient may refuse the invoice if it should not have been sent to them (e.g. the supplier
has the wrong customer). The invoice is then "refused" for being addressed to the wrong person. The
supplier's transmit platform receives a life cycle notifying it that the invoice has been refused. The
invoice refusal is also sent to the tax authority, which cancels the regulatory data relating to this invoice,
received in step 1.

The supplier must justify the cancellation of the invoice ("internal credit note"), then make the necessary
corrections to the invoice recipient's details and send a new invoice to its transmit platform (with a new
invoice number). This new invoice follows the nominal life cycle of an invoice. The regulatory data
relating to this new invoice is retrieved by the transmit platform and sent to the tax authority.
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